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To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Principal’s Perspective
Dear Holy Name of Jesus School Community,

I have a secret to share. I write these newsletter entries on Sundays. It is the one time during the week that I am
consistently able to carve out quiet time to collect my thoughts and write something that has purpose. It is
important to me not to be superficial, but rather vulnerable and meaningful. That is why I usually reflect on
the Sunday readings.

This Sunday, the Gospel reading is the Transfiguration of our Lord. I find this very fitting, as we are in the
middle of the Lenten season. How are we being transformed? This Lent, I gave up alcohol and sugar in my
coffee. The sugar in my coffe is definitly more challenging, but not too terribly difficult. I also added a few
things, such as writing thank-you notes, doing a daily Examen using Fr. Mark’s Reimagining the Examen app,
and meal-prepping for the week on Sundays. While I have not been able to complete each of my chosen add-
ins on a daily basis, today’s reading reminded me that my offerings during Lent are more about how I am
changed by the experience than about acing the test and checking each item off the list each day.

How is your Lenten experience changing you?

This then led me to think: how is the overall HNJ school experience changing our students? My hope and
prayer is that we educators are modeling seeing God in all things, being men and women for others, and
striving for personal excellence. Do we, as a group of educators, do this every day with purpose? I doubt it; we
are human. But we definitely strive to do so. And in striving, we are changed. This, in turn, influences the
development of our students. And hopefully, they are changed—transfigured, if you will.

Can we all change to be a bit more Christ-like together, knowing that our collective effort influences the 550+
children in our school? It’s worth a try!

God Bless,
Kirsch J. Williams

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://hnjschool.org/summer-at-hnj
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/reimagining-the-examen/id1065042173
https://hnjschool.org/summer-at-hnj
https://hnjschool.org/summer-at-hnj
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Sunday, March 1 - Saturday, March 14
Read-a-Thon (see flyer below)

Monday, March 2
HNJ Spirit Shirt Day

Tuesday, March 3
Grand  Gators Meeting, 10:00 AM in the Parish Center

Community Dinner, 6:00 PM (see flyer below)

Thursday, March 5
Spring PTC Meeting (all parents welcome, babysitting available, see flyer below)

Friday, March 6
School Prayer Service in Rivas Auditorium (K-7 , parents welcome, seating limited)th

Report Cards Emailed Home (PK3-7  Grade)th

Monday, March 9
HNJ Spirit Shirt Day

Wednesday, March 11
Discover HNJ Construction Tour (see flyer below)

Thursday, March 12
Honor Roll Ceremony (3  - 7  Grade)rd th

Friday, March 13
School Prayer Service (K-7 , parents welcome, seating limited)th

Gym Floor Signing (all students)
Troop 55 Lenten Fish Fry (see flyer below)

Saturday, March 14
Mom and Mister (see flyer below)

Spirit Shirt
Guidelines

Lunch Menu
2025-2026

School Calendar

Upcoming Important Dates

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=c_c69ea18de272fb165c429e32a14c46a182506157086f104b53494995c89926fe%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view
http://hnjschool.org/lunch-menu


EMPOWERING CHILDREN WITH ANXIETY 

When we allow children to struggle or to face anxious situations, we allow them the opportunity to
overcome those challenges and come out feeling victorious!

Here’s how parents can help:
Offer opportunities for gradual exposure to situations that may lead to anxiety
Work together with your child to complete a difficult task
Create small-risk experiences
Stand firm when your child complains or demands
Compromise when a child may be uncomfortable
Help your child work through and accept their errors
Allow your child to experience natural consequences

Wildenhaus, Colleen. (n.d.). WHY YOU MUST STOP ENABLING CHILDREN WITH ANXIETY AND BEGIN EMPOWERING
CHILDREN INSTEAD. Retrieved January 27, 2022, 

from https://goodbyeanxietyhellojoy.com/empower-a-child-with-anxiety/

To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

YOU LOOK LIKE YOU’VE
HAD A LONG DAY

I WAS THINKING ABOUT
YOU DURING YOUR
MATH TEST

YOUR SMILE IS SO BIG!

I REMEMBER YOU WERE
WORRIED ABOUT
FRIENDS AT RECESS

I CAN TELL YOU ARE
EXCITED ABOUT WHAT
YOU LEARNED TODAY!

HOW WAS SCHOOL?

DID YOUR TEST GO
OKAY?

ARE YOU HAVING 
FUN?

DID YOU GET ALONG
WITH OTHER KIDS?

WHAT DID YOU 
LEARN TODAY?

https://goodbyeanxietyhellojoy.com/empower-a-child-with-anxiety/
https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Owen Moller
                                                           Holy Name of Jesus School is proud to spotlight alumnus Owen Moller (Class of 2022), who is
                                                           currently a junior at Brother Martin High School and continues to shine both on the track and
                                                           in the classroom.

Owen has established himself as one of the area’s premier long jumpers. He is a 3x AAU All-American in the Long Jump
and finished as the Division I Indoor State Runner-Up. He has also earned All-District and All-Region honors in Track &
Field. Most notably, Owen holds Brother Martin’s Indoor Long Jump school record with a mark of 21’10.25”, a remarkable
achievement that reflects his commitment and work ethic.

In addition to his athletic accomplishments, Owen has excelled academically. He earned a 4.43 GPA during his junior year
and maintains a 4.21 cumulative GPA. A member of the National Honor Society, he exemplifies the discipline and
leadership that define a well-rounded student-athlete. Owen plans to major in Political Science and is interested in
attending Morehouse College, Georgetown, or Notre Dame. 

When reflecting on his time at HNJ, Owen shares that he most misses the people and the unique setting of the school.
Being located in the heart of the city near Loyola and Tulane made the experience especially meaningful. From Calhoun
Street to St. Charles Avenue, the environment helped shape many of his fondest memories. He remains connected with
many former classmates and continues to value the strong foundation he received at Holy Name.

The HNJ community is incredibly proud of Owen and look forward to all he will accomplish during his senior year and
beyond. He truly represents the spirit of the HNJ community. 

Grace Blamphin
We are proud to highlight Grace Blamphin, HNJ Class of 2021, currently a senior at Dominican 
High School, for her outstanding accomplishments in academics, athletics, and leadership.

Grace currently holds a 3.8 GPA and was recognized on the Beta Honor Roll during her 
sophomore and junior years. She has been an exceptional athlete throughout her time at 
Dominican, lettering three years in varsity basketball and two years in varsity flag football. Grace 
was also a member of Dominican’s first-ever flag football team, helping build the foundation for the program.

Grace is a three-time recipient of the Lou Reilly Memorial Award for basketball. This award is presented to athletes who
demonstrate consistent improvement, listen to their coaches and teammates, encourage others while not playing, and give
full effort during every moment of competition.

In addition to athletics, Grace has been a strong leader in school organizations. She served as president of the Student
Ambassadors program and secretary of Dominican’s Science National Honor Society chapter. She has also received
recognition from the New Orleans Hispanic Heritage Foundation for her accomplishments and contributions.
When asked what she misses most about HNJ, Grace shared that she misses the close-knit community and the lifelong
friendships she formed during her time at the school.

The HNJ community is proud of Grace and look forward to seeing all that she continues to accomplish in her future
endeavors. Keep striving for personal excellence!

Gator Spotlight

Want to shout out some Gators in next week’s Gazette?
Email text and photos to Kaitlin Southwick at ksouthwick@hnjschool.org

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdsa_eCIdRY_3SftkFHBbzWelVkv1CzFzZlrkSnZ3hmUPLbhg/viewform


Check out these two upcoming classes through The Parenting Center 
Parents and caregivers can register for these classes online or by calling 504.896.9591. 

Autism Explained: What It Is and What It Isn’t 
March 3, 5:30 - 6:30 PM

Join us for a free virtual presentation and discussion with Dr. Susan Fielkow, a distinguished Developmental-Behavioral
Pediatrician at Manning Family Children’s. 

During the first hour, Dr. Fielkow will provide an informative overview of autism, including what autism is, what it is not,
and common misconceptions. The second half of the session will be an open Q&A, giving participants the opportunity to

ask questions and engage in discussion with Dr. Fielkow. One session. Free. Register for the Zoom link.

Positive Discipline (3-10 Years)
March 5 & 12 , 5:30 - 6:45 PM

Learn how to use Dr. Jane Nelsen’s Positive Discipline program to teach your children to be responsible, respectful, and
resourceful members of their communities. Two sessions. Free.

https://forms.gle/ekbN8zGZC5TLL79A6
https://www.manningchildrens.org/services/the-parenting-center/parenting-classes-playroom-reservations/parents-of-school-aged-children/


https://my.onecause.com/event/organizations/sf-001C000001hTb76IAC/events/vevt:2c0eadc9-1d9f-449d-b293-2c04cac5e73e/home/story
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https://my.onecause.com/event/organizations/sf-001C000001hTb76IAC/events/vevt:79b0b8ce-a455-4ec9-b19e-51f300381db5/home/story
https://my.onecause.com/inventory/organizations/sf-001C000001hTb76IAC/events/vevt:2c0eadc9-1d9f-449d-b293-2c04cac5e73e/items/donate
https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/


https://www.read-a-thon.com/readers/r/313233313335/1?utm=email
https://tulanegreenwave.evenue.net/promotions/HNJ26


 March 23-29 

Please stay
tuned for more

details!

6th Grader  Anna Kramer will be playing Young
Elsa in Jefferson Performing Art’s FROZEN the
musical, which opens this Friday. The show is

double cast. She will be performing on only
March 6,8, and 14. Tickets available at

www.jpas.org.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdsfDtSS7e2DpOspufe_8FZHzSV_5YDGfOnD0B6sXh_1HdXpg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfmx0rdlaiKy-xf6aLruY94mg8skfaFmCaBo4CRqtAhhKTQyQ/viewform
http://www.jpas.org/


Emotional Regulation Skills
Peer Play Skills
Joint Attention Development
Positive communication skills

A PLAY THERAPY GROUP FOR CHILDREN AGES
3 TO 7 YEARS OLD TO INCREASE: 

Where: Nourish Counseling Studio

CONTACT INFO@NOURISHINNOLA.COM OR
VISIT NOURISHINNO L A.COM FOR MORE

INFORMATION

PlayfUL Pals

To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Fill out THIS survey to share
your culture with us!

Share Your
Culture with
Us to Create
an Authentic

L earning
Experience 

http://hnjschool.org/summer-at-hnj
https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdWueWTSnSJdoSjzOVVuz1VWYbcR6WyndntBg8YDatqrJ-wDg/viewform?usp=header


August
11 & 12: First Two Half Days

13: First Full Day for all students
17: First Day of Early/Later Gators

September
4: Half Day - Teacher Professional Development

7: No School - Labor Day
25: Half Day - Teacher Professional Development

October
15: Half Day, Prospective Student Open House

16: PK3 - 7th Grade No School - Parent Teacher Conferences (Little Gators regular day)
30: Half Day - Teacher Professional Development

November
13: Half Day - Gator Fest Set Up

16: No School - Gator Fest Clean Up
23-27: No School - Thanksgiving Break

December
18: Christmas Programs, dismissal immediately follows

21-31: No School - Christmas Break

January
1: No School - Christmas Break

4: No School - Teacher Professional Development
15: PK3 - 7th Grade Half Day - Parent Teacher Conferences (Little Gators regular day)

18: No School - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

February
4: Half Day - Mardi Gras

5-12: No School - Mardi Gras Break

March
25: Half Day - Easter

26-31: No School - Easter Break

April
1-2: No School - Easter Break

30: Half Day - Teacher Professional Development

May
21: 7th Grade last day

27: PK3, PK4, Kindergarten last day
28: 1st-6th End of Year Mass (dismissal immediately follows)

 TENTATIVE School Days 2026-2027 
Applies to all students (LG-7th) unless otherwise noted 

Tentative Schedule as of 1/12/2026. All dates subject to change.

2   2
0  0
2   2
6   7



Family Day at the New Orleans Book Festival is a family-centered, free
event that will include lively author presentations, book readings, book-
related activities and a book distribution. It will be open and accessible to
all children of our community and their families, and the Festival will work
with public schools to encourage participation. Attendees will enjoy a full
schedule of presentations, activities and entertainment. 

Family Day is designed to be a dynamic and fun experience for all ages. 
A diverse selection of authors and presenters will interact with students and 
sign books throughout the day. Book characters will walk around the
festival grounds creating a lively atmosphere. Children will find something
that appeals  to all reading levels, backgrounds and reading interests. As
part of the Family Day programming, the Festival will host outreach
programs including author visits to local schools. On the day of the
Festival, organizers will engage a bus service to provide all day round trip
transportation to and from the festival grounds from various locations
throughout the Greater New Orleans area. To participate in programming,
the Festival also plans to engage local partners whose mission includes
literacy and family-centered initiatives. The mission of the New Orleans
Book Festival at Tulane is to support and nurture a literary community by
connecting readers of all ages and backgrounds with local and national
authors through experiences that celebrate the power of literacy and
ideas. The New Orleans Book Festival at Tulane University is housed as a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization within the structure of and is presented in
partnership with Tulane University. The Festival is made possible by the
support of Tulane University and the generosity of individuals,
corporations and literacy and family foundations.

The New Orleans Book Festival at Tulane University will take place on March 12-
15, 2026, featuring local, regional and national authors participating in
moderated panel discussions and keynote lectures on the uptown campus. The
Festival will continue to engage the local community through specially curated
events that highlight New Orleans as a hub for important literary conversations.
New in 2026, the Festival will expand to include an additional day of programming
on Sunday, March 15, dedicated to young readers and their families. Family Day
at the Fest will feature educational activities and special programming in
partnership with Scholastic and the City of New Orleans.

In 2010, the New Orleans Book Festival hosted by the City of New Orleans was 
established to create a free event for the children of New Orleans and their 
families to celebrate reading. By 2013, the festival had attracted a total of 
10,000 attendees and donated 35,000 books to children of the community. 
In 2026, Family Day at the Festival will continue this tradition and remain a place 
for people from different backgrounds and neighborhoods to come together 
for a shared love of reading and learning-. 

A single book can change a young person’s life. Providing young people in our 
community with exposure to new voices and giving them access to engaging 
literary experiences fosters their imaginations and positively affects them and 
their families. This joyful, high-energy celebration brings literature to life with 
live author readings, interactive performances, book giveaways and hands-on 
activities for kids of all ages. Admission is free and open to the public, thanks to 
generous support of our sponsors.



To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Little Gators is accepting
donations of diapers in
collaboration with the
Junior League of New
Orleans’ Diaper Drive.
Please bring diapers to

donate to the Front Office or
Little Gators Entrance.

Thank you for your support!

The HNJ Yearbook Committee 
needs your photos!

Click the  camera
icon to upload your

photos directly to our
yearbook photo

library!

We need pictures from this school year!  If you have photos from any of these past
events, or any future HNJ events, please submit them to us!

Field Trips
HNJ Goes Totally 80's!
Choir
Other HNJ Events!

HNJ Athletics
Gator Fest
Back to School BBQ
Class Parties

Interested in becoming an altar server at
Holy Name of Jesus Church? Any students
who have received First Communion are
encouraged to sign up. We are in need of

altar servers at all weekend masses. 

Please contact Kristy Christiansen at
kristy.christiansen@gmail.com for details.

Altar Servers Needed!

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://photos.jostens.com/CMTBVV
https://donate.brickmarkers.com/hnjsc


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSceGGElhJPnDOzlLbSXzf8Jbbl5LYBR2uO6Jn_D4kMFplvQTQ/viewform
http://hnjchurch.org/parish-bulletin
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